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Pastor Kevin Kang, kevinkangxix@gmail.com, (213) 290-3722


We are a United Methodist ‘Reconciling Church’, which means we believe God blesses every human being inclusive of every gender and sexuality. Our fellowship is further inclusive of every ethnicity, faith history, age, physical and mental ability, economic status, marital status, and family configuration. We believe a diverse community makes our faith stronger, our spirituality deeper, and our service more effective.
                                                   Easter Sunday
                                     Communion & Youth Sunday	
	April 5, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk136933680]PRELUDE:                                  		Brass Quartet
Wayne Bergeron (trumpet), Aaron Janik (trumpet), Alex Iles (trombone) Tiffany Johns (bass trombone)              
WELCOME                                         		Pastor Kevin Kang
*OPENING SONG:        “Christ the Lord Is Risen Today” (verses 1,2,5,6) UMH #302                   Congregation    
 (*An asterisk indicates standing if comfortable and able)		
*CALL TO WORSHIP                            							            Bella Castano 
Leader: Easter people, Christ is risen! God is doing a new thing!
People: Hallelujah! Christ is risen!
Leader: Life has conquered death! Love has overcome fear!
People: Hallelujah! Christ is risen!
Leader: God has transformed a dead end into a new start!
People: Hallelujah! Christ is risen!
Leader: Easter people, raise your voices! Christ has risen!
People: Christ is risen indeed! Hallelujah!
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, September 2024.

*SONG                “Easter People Raise Your Voices” UMH #304				Congregation   

ANNOUNCEMENTS                       	                                                                                             Janice Burke
[bookmark: _Hlk110098227]
THE CONGREGATION IN PRAYER
Prayer Chorus	 “Come Let Us Dream”	               Congregation
COMMUNAL PRAYER		Grace Hambarsumian
Communal Prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer
(Please call God the name that is most comfortable for you when we join in saying The Lord’s Prayer)
Our Maker, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kin-dom come, Thy will be done on earth  as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those   who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk121753673]SCRIPTURE                John 20:1-18        Brett Midgley, Zachary Midgley, Erin Hambarsumian, Danny Castano
The Resurrection of Jesus
20 Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone had been removed from the tomb. 2 So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom Jesus loved, and said to them, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have laid him.” 3 Then Peter and the other disciple set out and went toward the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the other disciple outran Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down to look in and saw the linen wrappings lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter came, following him, and went into the tomb. He saw the linen wrappings lying there, 7 and the cloth that had been on Jesus’s head, not lying with the linen wrappings but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who reached the tomb first, also went in, and he saw and believed, 9 for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead. 10 Then the disciples returned to their homes.
Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene
11 But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look[a] into the tomb, 12 and she saw two angels in white sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. 13 They said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” She said to them, “They have taken away my Lord, and I do not know where they have laid him.” 14 When she had said this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not know that it was Jesus. 15 Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Whom are you looking for?” Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, “Sir,[b] if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid him, and I will take him away.” 16 Jesus said to her, “Mary!” She turned and said to him in Hebrew,[c] “Rabbouni!” (which means Teacher). 17 Jesus said to her, “Do not touch me, because I have not yet ascended to the Father. But go to my brothers and say to them, ‘I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.’ ” 18 Mary Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, “I have seen the Lord,” and she told them that he had said these things to her.
	  Leader:  With the hearing of God’s Word, we are blessed.
      People:  May the Spirit help us hear what God is saying.
SPECIAL MUSIC                               “O Mary Don't You Weep” (Spiritual)                                        Band
SERMON										             Pastor Kevin Kang
HOLY COMMUNION –                                    Pastor Kevin Kang, Jason Castaneda, Sofi Castano. Judie Jang
As United Methodists, we believe Holy Communion is our most direct means of receiving God’s grace and practice open communion. ALL are welcome to take communion. This sacrament reminds us of Christ’s last supper with his disciples and the future heavenly feast Christ has prepared for us in eternal life.
Communion Hymn: “I Come with Joy: UMH #617                                                                       Band	
*CLOSING SONG:                    “Just a Closer Walk with Thee” (Traditional)	   	        Congregation
[bookmark: _GoBack]*BENEDICTION	                                                                                                                      Olivia Castaneda                                                                    
*POSTLUDE             “When the Saints Go Marching In” (Spiritual)                             Choir & Congregation


OFFERING: As you leave the sanctuary at the end of the service, we will be collecting the offering. Please give as you are able, with no obligation. Let us give thanks to God for the gifts we have—whether in service or money—to support the work of our church and reach out to those in need.

	
Serving In Worship
Liturgist: CVUMC Youth
Music Director: Barb Catlin, pianist. 
Musicians: Ricky Cosentino, song leader & drummer; Tim Kobza, lead guitarist; Alexis Sklarevski, bass
Tech Team: CVUMC lay members Edmond Hambarsumian, Kim Mawhinney, Kathy Midgley, Andrew Midgley, Molly Burke 
Hospitality:  Congregation Potluck
	
Life In The Congregation / Announcements

Thank you to our special musicians today: Wayne Bergeron, trumpet; Aaron Janik, trumpet; Alex Iles, trombone; Tiffany Johns, bass trombone; Melissa Faye Klein, vocals; Lauren Ellis, drums.  And a shout-out to Barb Catlin and our house band, Ricky, Tim and Alexis, for always creating such beautiful music.  

And to our fabulous choir members: Kathy Garrett, Jo Ann Stupakis, Jenny Hambarsumian, Jeanne Lavieri, Diane Lewis, Andrew Delman, Russell Frazier

CVUMC Youth Group:  The Youth Group has changed the day to meet to every other Sunday at 5:00p.m.  The next meeting date is April 12th. All youth from 6th Grade to College are welcome! See Janice Burke if you are interested. 

Caltech Jazz Festival: Saturday, April 18th. Let's go together and enjoy some community and music at Caltech (and support our own Barb Catlin!) We'll meet in the church parking lot at noon and carpool over to Pasadena (or feel free to meet us there.) Bring a chair and any food and beverages you'd like to enjoy. The festival begins at 1pm and runs until 5pm (but if needed, you can depart early.) See Kim for details.

Collection of Food for the Bailey Center – Bella Castano is collecting food as she is working on her Girl Scout Gold Award. Please bring any perishables and put in the designated box in Fellowship Hall or in the Thee Room bin. Let’s support her in working on this prestigious award. 

Love Alike: A Small-Group Practice Engaging Faith & Politics – Join in on Wednesday evenings at 7pm in the Library (upstairs in the CVUMC Office).  Feel free to come for part are all of the sessions.  Each part will last 4 sessions/weeks.

Love Alike is a three-part small group resource designed for communities seeking deeper conversations around identity, justice, and inclusion through the lens of faith. Grounded in Wesleyan theology and shaped by real-life stories, each session invites participants into meaningful reflection on how we live out God’s call to love—not in sameness, but in solidarity.
· Part One: Foundations of Love 
· Explore what it means to “love alike” through scripture, theology, and the Wesleyan emphasis on grace, belonging, and transformation.
· Part Two: Loving in Difference
· Engage in honest conversations about identity, privilege, and making space for others. Includes stories and prompts to spark courageous dialogue.
· Part Three: Becoming Beloved Community
· Reflect on how your community can move from conversation to commitment. Encourages shared imagination, storytelling, and action.



See all announcements on the Friday CVUMC Email Blast – If you are a visitor and would like to get our email you can fill in the card in the pew with your information and we will add you to our list.    
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