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Pastor Kevin Kang, kevinkangxix@gmail.com, (213) 290-3722


We are a United Methodist ‘Reconciling Church’, which means we believe God blesses every human being inclusive of every gender and sexuality. Our fellowship is further inclusive of every ethnicity, faith history, age, physical and mental ability, economic status, marital status, and family configuration. We believe a diverse community makes our faith stronger, our spirituality deeper, and our service more effective.
Second Sunday of Advent
Service of Holy Communion
December 7, 2025
[bookmark: _Hlk136933680]PRELUDE:                                          “Hark the Herald Angels Sing” UMH 240	Band     
WELCOME       		Pastor Kevin
*WELCOMING THE SPIRIT               “The Peace of the Earth” (John Bell)                              Congregation	              
    (*An asterisk indicates standing if comfortable and able) 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH  - Peace                         		   Majid, Melissa, and Melika                                     
First Reader: Advent reminds us that we are people who share a story, the story of Jesus, who enacts peace by judging in favor of the poor and deciding with equity for the meek of the earth. We long for the day when “the wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion will feed together, and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11:6).
All: Today, we choose to live the story of peace, believing that true peace comes when we seek the flourishing of all God’s creation.
Second Reader: We light this candle of peace as a sign of our commitment to bring Light to the places the world seeks to hide until that day when all creation lives together in harmony and abundance.
Light the second candle of the Advent wreath.
* ADVENT SONG                      “Christ Be Our Light”  Bernadette Farrell                    		Congregation       
*CALL TO WORSHIP                             		 		           		                    	Janice Burke
Leader: Beloved, we gather to remember who we are, not who the world tells us to be.
People: We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader: We recall the story of God’s people, how God has called us to live in peace and righteousness in a world full of conflict and twisted morality.
People: We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader: We recount the story of our journey with God, the moments of God’s provision, God’s prodding, and God’s prophetic guidance.
People: We tell the story together of the day that all the earth awaits.
Leader: We gather to repent and return anew to God’s story that guides our lives to work for peace and flourishing for all God’s creation.
People: We gather to tell the story of the day that all the earth awaits. Thanks be to God! Amen.
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2025.
OPENING HYMN:                     “It Came Upon the Midnight Clear” UMH 218	Congregation                                  

ANNOUNCEMENTS                      		Janice Burke
PASSING OF THE PEACE
[bookmark: _Hlk110098227]Please give a greeting of Peace to those around you with a gentle elbow bump.  It is customary to say, “Peace be with you”, or respond with, “And also with you
THE CONGREGATION IN PRAYER
Prayer Chorus	 “Love Came Down at Christmas” 	               Congregation
COMMUNAL PRAYER		Janice Burke
	Communal Prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer
(Please call God the name that is most comfortable for you when we join in saying The Lord’s Prayer)
Our Maker, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kin-dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those   who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk121753673]SCRIPTURE                                                  Matthew 3:1-12	Janice Burke
The Proclamation of John the Baptist
3 In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, 2 “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3 This is the one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said,
“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness:
‘Prepare the way of the Lord;
    make his paths straight.’ ”
4 Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5 Then Jerusalem and all Judea and all the region around the Jordan were going out to him, 6 and they were baptized by him in the River Jordan, confessing their sins.
7 But when he saw many of the Pharisees and Sadducees coming for his baptism, he said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the coming wrath? 8 Therefore, bear fruit worthy of repentance, 9 and do not presume to say to yourselves, ‘We have Abraham as our ancestor,’ for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10 Even now the ax is lying at the root of the trees; therefore every tree that does not bear good fruit will be cut down and thrown into the fire.
11 “I baptize you with water for repentance, but the one who is coming after me is more powerful than I, and I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12 His winnowing fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the granary, but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.”
	  Leader:  With the hearing of God’s Word, we are blessed.
      People:  May the Spirit help us hear what God is saying. 
MESSAGE                    		          	            		 	    			Pastor Kevin
HOLY COMMUNION
As United Methodist, we believe Holy Communion is our most direct means of receiving God’s grace and practice open communion. ALL are welcome to take communion. This sacrament reminds us of Christ’s last supper with his disciples and the future heavenly feast Christ has prepared for us in eternal life.
Communion Hymn: 		“I Come with Joy” UMH 617 					  Band
*CLOSING SONG                   “Let There Be Peace on Earth” UMH 431                          		  Congregation                      
*BENEDICTION	                                                                                                                                  Pastor Kevin  

OFFERING: As you leave the sanctuary at the end of the service, we will be collecting the offering. Please give as you are able, with no obligation. Let us give thanks to God for the gifts we have—whether in service or money—to support the work of our church and reach out to those in need.
	
Serving In Worship
Liturgist: Janice Burke 
Music Director: Barb Catlin, pianist. 
Musicians: Ricky Cosentino, song leader & drummer; Tim Kobza, lead guitarist; Alexis Sklarevski, bass
Tech Team: CVUMC lay members Edmond Hambarsumian, Kim Mawhinney, Kathy Midgley, Andrew Midgley, Molly Burke 
Hospitality: 
	
Life In The Congregation / Announcements

CVUMC Youth Group:  The Youth Group meets every Friday at 6pm. All youth from 6th Grade to College are welcome! See Janice Burke if you are interested. 
Stewardship Campaign: "Small, Mighty and Blessed" – Pledge cards may be added to the offering plates or you can send them into the office.  Thank you for your generous giving to CVUMC.  
Cantata - All Church Potluck – Sunday December 14th- Bring something to share with our congregation and guests.
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AI-generated content may be incorrect.]“LOVE” Holiday Cantata – Sunday December 14th. Join us for this returning celebration.  Our youth  and children will be involved. If you are interested in helping and being a part of this production please see Barb Catlin or Janice Burke. 












CHRISTMAS CAROLS & CRECHES: The community is warmly invited to a special Christmas celebration featuring music and a display of hundreds of inspirational nativity scenes from many countries, eras, styles and materials , Friday Dec. 12, Sat. Dec. 13 and Sun Dec 14 from 5-8 p.m. Each night will be a different musical performance of instrumentalists, choirs, dramatic readings and soloists at 5-6 p.m. Friday includes the LCHS Chamber Singers. Saturday includes the Clarion Choir and Bells of Joy from Mt. Olive Lutheran Church and the CVHS Charismatic Singers. From 6-8 p.m. guests can view nativities, including a live nativity, a slide show and enjoy light refreshments. Children will enjoy crafts and dress- ups.  Located at 4550 Raymond Ave in La Crescenta, (behind Ralph's market) hosted by the local members of the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. All ages welcome. Free admission.

Preschool Holiday Program: Our preschool will be presenting their annual holiday program on Wednesday, December 17th at 10:30am in the sanctuary if you’d like to come and enjoy their performance!

Christmas Eve Service: This year we will gather at La Canada UMC for Christmas Eve services.  Time to be announced. 
See all announcements on the Friday CVUMC Email Blast – If you are a visitor and would like to get our email you can fill in the card in the pew with your information and we will add you to our list.   
	
CRESCENTA VALLEY UMC STAFF
Pastor: Kevin Kang
Pastoral Intern: Pastor Hae In Lee
Korean Language Pastor:  Rev. Yeoung Keun Kim 		 Child Care Center Director:  Shonna Clark
Office Administrator:  Karyn Kemmerer 	Facility & Tech Coordinator: Molly Burke
Music Director/Pianist:  Barb Catlin	Band:  Ricky Cosentino, Tim Kobza, Alexis Sklarevski

CVUMC Office Hours: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday: 12:00-5:00pm
CALIFORNIA PACIFIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP
Resident Bishop: Rev. Dottie Escobedo-Frank                   North District Superintendent: Rev. Garth Gilliam
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