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Pastor Kevin Kang, kevinkangxix@gmail.com, (213) 290-3722


We are a United Methodist ‘Reconciling Church’, which means we believe God blesses every human being inclusive of every gender and sexuality. Our fellowship is further inclusive of every ethnicity, faith history, age, physical and mental ability, economic status, marital status, and family configuration. We believe a diverse community makes our faith stronger, our spirituality deeper, and our service more effective.
Baptism of Our Lord Sunday
January 11, 2026
[bookmark: _Hlk136933680]PRELUDE:                                          “Come to the Water” (John Foley) 	Band     
WELCOME       		Pastor Kevin
*WELCOMING THE SPIRIT               “Water, River, Spirit, Grace” TFWS 2253			Congregation	              
    (*An asterisk indicates standing if comfortable and able) 
*CALL TO WORSHIP                             		 		           		                    	Janice Burke
Leader: Come! Let us follow Jesus to the edge of the Jordan River to be baptized. 
People: We come to be cleansed and made whole.
Leader: Come! Let us witness John’s confusion and Jesus’ insistence that John baptize God Incarnate.
People: We come to join Jesus in choosing life in the kingdom of God.
Leader: Come! Let us hear God declare the truth of Jesus’ identity and the truth of our identity as baptized people. 
People: We come to remember and embody who we are as beloved children of God.
Leader: Come! Let us worship God who leads us into the baptismal waters and salvation life.
People: We come to worship God who empowers us through divine presence to live together as the family of God.
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, July 2025.
OPENING HYMN:                     “Rain Down” (Jaime Cortez)	Congregation                                  

ANNOUNCEMENTS                      		Janice Burke
PASSING OF THE PEACE
[bookmark: _Hlk110098227]Please give a greeting of Peace to those around you with a gentle elbow bump.  It is customary to say, “Peace be with you”, or respond with, “And also with you
THE CONGREGATION IN PRAYER
Prayer Chorus	 “Holy is the Night” (Jim Strathdee)	               Congregation
COMMUNAL PRAYER		Janice Burke
	Communal Prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer
(Please call God the name that is most comfortable for you when we join in saying The Lord’s Prayer)
Our Maker, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kin-dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those   who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk121753673]SCRIPTURE                                                  Matthew 3:13-17 NASB	Janice Burke
The Baptism of Jesus
13 Then Jesus arrived from Galilee at the Jordan, coming to John to be baptized by him. 14 But John tried to prevent Him, saying, “I have the need to be baptized by You, and yet You are coming to me?” 15 But Jesus, answering, said to him, “Allow it at this time; for in this way it is fitting for us to fulfill all righteousness.” Then he allowed Him. 16 After He was baptized, Jesus came up immediately from the water; and behold, the heavens were opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending as a dove and settling on Him, 17 and behold, a voice from the heavens said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.”
	Leader:  With the hearing of God’s Word, we are blessed.
      People:  May the Spirit help us hear what God is saying. 
MESSAGE                 											    Jenny Yang
*CLOSING SONG                   “Wade in the Water” UMH 605	    		 	Choir & Congregation                      
*BENEDICTION	                                                                                                                                  Pastor Kevin 

OFFERING: As you leave the sanctuary at the end of the service, we will be collecting the offering. Please give as you are able, with no obligation. Let us give thanks to God for the gifts we have—whether in service or money—to support the work of our church and reach out to those in need.
	
Serving In Worship
Liturgist: Janice Burke
Music Director: Barb Catlin, pianist. 
Musicians: Ricky Cosentino, song leader & drummer; Tim Kobza, lead guitarist; Alexis Sklarevski, bass
Tech Team: CVUMC lay members Edmond Hambarsumian, Kim Mawhinney, Kathy Midgley, Andrew Midgley, Molly Burke 
Hospitality: Russell Frazier
	
Life In The Congregation / Announcements

CVUMC Youth Group:  The Youth Group meets every Friday at 6pm. All youth from 6th Grade to College are welcome! See Janice Burke if you are interested. 
Stewardship Campaign: "Small, Mighty and Blessed" – Pledge cards may be added to the offering plates or you can send them into the office.  Thank you for your generous giving to CVUMC.  
The Lunch Bunch: Join us this month for some food and fellowship. We'll meet at 11:30am on Friday, January 16th at Dish in La Canada. Feel free to simply show up and we'll grab some tables and enjoy each other's company.

Pro Wrestling for Bailey Center – Join us Friday, January 23 at 6:30pm at Tujunga UMC for a live pro wrestling show featuring students from the Santino Bros Wrestling School. The cost is $10 and a free slice of pizza. All profits will support the work of the Bailey Center and the church’s economic development outreaches.

Handwriting the Bible – In partnership with our Korean Ministry, members are invited to handwrite assigned sections of Scripture throughout the year. Together, our goal is to complete a fully handwritten Bible by year’s end with the shared goal of diving deeper in our spiritual development. 

See all announcements on the Friday CVUMC Email Blast – If you are a visitor and would like to get our email you can fill in the card in the pew with your information and we will add you to our list.   
	

CRESCENTA VALLEY UMC STAFF
Pastor: Kevin Kang
Pastoral Intern: Pastor Hae In Lee
Korean Language Pastor:  Rev. Yeoung Keun Kim 		 Child Care Center Director:  Shonna Clark
Office Administrator:  Karyn Kemmerer 	Facility & Tech Coordinator: Molly Burke
Music Director/Pianist:  Barb Catlin	Band:  Ricky Cosentino, Tim Kobza, Alexis Sklarevski

CVUMC Office Hours: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday: 12:00-5:00pm
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