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UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

11th Sunday after Pentecost
August 9, 2026

[bookmark: _Hlk136933680]PRELUDE:              “ Strength for the Journey” (Jan Linville/H.H. Hansen)          Band     

WELCOME     	                                                                                      Janice Burke	Janice Burke

*OPENING SONG         “All Are Welcome” (Marty Haugen)                     Congregation	 
   (*An asterisk indicates standing if comfortable and able) 

*CALL TO WORSHIP                             		 	          	         Russell Frazier
Leader: As we gather and as we disperse, as we rise and as we sleep, as we eat and play and work,
People:We offer God praise.
Leader: As we wash our car, scrub the dishes, rinse the grime of the day from our hands,
People: We offer God praise.
Leader: As we feel the tips of the grass on our feet, the wind against our face, the sun on our backs,
People: We offer God praise.
Leader:Come, let us worship God who creates, redeems, and sustains us to live out our praise in all we do!
People: We come as people formed by grace to offer God praise with our whole selves now and in all the ordinary moments of our lives! Amen.
Written by Dr. Lisa Hancock, Discipleship Ministries, May 2026.

*SONG:         “Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee” UMH #89                        Congregation     
    
ANNOUNCEMENTS    	                                                                                 Janice Burke
			  Janice Burke
PASSING OF THE PEACE
Please give a greeting of Peace to those around you with a gentle elbow bump.  It is customary to say, “Peace be with you”, or respond with, “And also with you”

[bookmark: _Hlk110098227]THE CONGREGATION IN PRAYER
    Prayer Chorus                          ““Kum Ba Yah” UMH #494	               Congregation

COMMUNAL PRAYER	                                	                                 Russell Frazier

Communal Prayer followed by The Lord’s Prayer
(Please call God the name that is most comfortable for you when we join in saying The Lord’s Prayer)
Our Maker, Who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name. Thy kin-dom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kin-dom, and the power, and the glory forever.  Amen
[bookmark: _Hlk121753673]SCRIPTURE                                 Romans 9:15-18  	         	         Russell Frazier
15 For he says to Moses,“I will have mercy on whom I have mercy,
    and I will have compassion on whom I have compassion.” 16 So it depends not on human will or exertion but on God who shows mercy. 17 For the scripture says to Pharaoh, “I have raised you up for this very purpose, that I may show my power in you and that my name may be proclaimed in all the earth.” 18 So then he has mercy on whomever he chooses, and he hardens the heart of whomever he chooses.
  	 Leader:  With the hearing of God’s Word, we are blessed.
   	 People:  May the Spirit help us hear what God is saying. 

SERMON                            "Only Through Mercy"    	                Pastor Joseph Choi

*CLOSING SONG     “Pressing On” (Bob Dylan)                  Choir and Congregation                                         
	 
*BENEDICTION                                                                                    Pastor Joseph Choi

[image: ][image: ]OFFERING: As you leave the sanctuary at the end of the service, you may place an offering in the offeratory plate, or use this QR code to go to our online giving website (Zeffy): 
     Please give as you are able, with no obligation. Let us give thanks to God for the gifts we have—whether in service or money—to support the work of our church and reach out to those in need.
	
                               Serving In Worship
Liturgist: Russell Frazier
Music Director: Barb Catlin 
Musicians: Barb Catlin, pianist; Ricky Cosentino, song leader & drummer; Tim Kobza, lead guitarist; Alexis Sklarevski, bass
Tech Team: CVUMC lay members Edmond Hambarsumian, Kim Mawhinney, Kathy Midgley, Andrew Midgley, Molly Burke 
Hospitality: Jeny Hambarsumian	
	
Life In The Congregation / Announcements
Living the Questions 2.0: Join us in Thee Room after Fellowship on Sundays as we discuss our faith and spriritual journeys through story telling. LtQ2 includes conversations with leading voices of faith, digital stories illustrating aspects of an evolving faith, and concrete spiritual practices and disciplines. Participants can join us for any session/Sunday as their schedule allows.  See Kim or Barb for more information.

Norma Ellis Services: We give thanks for the life of Norma Ellis, a long time member of CVUMC who passed away this week. Join us for the following services, both to be held in the CVUMC Sanctuary.
Celebration of Life: Tuesday, August 11 at 7pm 
Memorial Service: Wednesday, August 12th at 10am 

Learning Works School Supply Drive — Through Sunday, August 16 — Donation Box in Fellowship Hall — With a new school year about to start, Learning Works needs school supplies. These supplies are for older youth and young adults working on graduating from High School. Please bring supplies such as mechanical pencils, spiral bound pocket folders, notebooks, college-ruled paper, personal markers, and black backpacks. Also greatly needed are inexpensive ear-pods and phone charger cords, as well as non-perishable snacks such as individually wrapped goldfish crackers, fruit rollups/gummies, animal crackers, pretzels, and assorted chips.

Live, Love, Laugh Intergenerational Festival: Saturday, August 15th, 10am-3pm at St. Paul’s Oxnard UMC, 1800 South C St, Oxnard, CA 93033.  Please make plans to join us for this incredible festival full of entertainment, games, good food, and workshops with all our North District conference church congregations. We'll organize carpools up to Oxnard for the event. Please let Kim know if you are able to join in the fun and she'll get us registered as a group. 
	
See all announcements on the Friday CVUMC Email Blast – If you are a visitor and would like to get our email you can fill in the card in the pew with your information and we will add you to our list.  


	
CRESCENTA VALLEY UMC STAFF
Pastor: Joseph Choi, joegen4138@gmail.com, (818) 300-7255
Pastoral Intern: Pastor Hae In Lee
Korean Language Pastor:  Joseph Choi        Child Care Center Director:  Shonna Clark
Office Administrator:  Karyn Kemmerer Facility & Tech Coordinator: Molly Burke
Music Director/Pianist:  Barb Catlin          Band:  Ricky Cosentino, Tim Kobza, Alexis Sklarevski

CVUMC Office Hours: Tuesday/Wednesday/Thursday: 12:00-5:00pm
www.cvumc.org
CALIFORNIA PACIFIC ANNUAL CONFERENCE LEADERSHIP
Resident Bishop: Rev. Dottie Escobedo-Frank
                       North District Superintendent: Rev. Garth Gilliam	
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Description automatically generated with medium confidence]We are a United Methodist ‘Reconciling Church’, which means we believe God blesses every human being inclusive of every gender and sexuality. Our fellowship is further inclusive of every ethnicity, faith history, age, physical and mental ability, economic status, marital status, and family configuration. We believe a diverse community makes our faith stronger, our spirituality deeper, and our service more effective.
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